CHAPTER V
MEDITERRANEAN OR PACIFIC?
(i) British Naval Forces Moved Eastward
Britain9s weak points.
IF we fight England, our best plan will be to attack her
weakest spots. Fortunately for us, but unfortunately for it,
the Empire on which the sun never sets is vulnerable in
many obvious places.
As everyone knows, England is not a self-supporting
country. She cannot grow enough food for her people.
Her existence is entirely dependent on her ability to import
food and raw materials, and to export manufactured goods.
She imports every week 6,000,000 tons of foodstuffs and
20,000,000 tons of raw materials. To do it, she has every
day 1400 ships of over 3000 tons at sea and another 1400
loading or discharging cargo in ports all over the world.
Her sea communications are of vital importance to her.
Once they are cut, her people must either starve or
surrender. It was to cut them that Germany decided on
her illegal submarine campaign, in which she all but
succeeded.
Four routes.
The routes followed by British merchant ships extend in
all to some 80,000 miles. There are four arteries which lead
to (i) North America, (2) South America, (3) Africa, (4) The
Pacific. The last-named, after passing through the Mediter-
ranean and the Suez Canal into the Indian Ocean, divides into
two branches, of which one goes to the Far East and the
other to Australia and New Zealand. The trade with India,
the treasure house of the Empire, passes along it; the trade
with Australia and New Zealand is greater than that with
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